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Aesop's Fables

The North Wind and the Sun

THE NORTH WIND and the Sun disputed as to which was the
most powerful, and agreed that he should be declared the victor
who could first strip a wayfaring man of his clothes. The North
Wind first tried his power and blew with all his might, but the
keener his blasts, the closer the Traveler wrapped his cloak around
him, until at last, resigning all hope of victory, the Wind called
upon the Sun to see what he could do. The Sun suddenly shone out
with all his warmth. The Traveler no sooner felt his genial rays than
he took off one garment after another, and at last, fairly overcome
with heat, undressed and bathed in a stream that lay in his path.

Persuasion is better than Force.
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Aesop's Fables

The Crow and the Pitcher

A CROW perishing with thirst saw a pitcher, and hoping to
find water, flew to it with delight. When he reached it, he discov-
ered to his grief that it contained so little water that he could not
possibly get at it. He tried everything he could think of to reach the
water, but all his efforts were in vain. At last he collected as many
stones as he could carry and dropped them one by one with his
beak into the pitcher, until he brought the water within his reach
and thus saved his life.

Necessity is the mother of invention.
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Aesop's Fables

Mercury and the Workmen

A WORKMAN, felling wood by the side of a river, let his axe
drop by accident into a deep pool. Being thus deprived of the
means of his livelihood, he sat down on the bank and lamented his
hard fate. Mercury appeared and demanded the cause of his tears.
After he told him his misfortune, Mercury plunged into the stream,
and, bringing up a golden axe, inquired if that were the one he had
lost. On his saying that it was not his, Mercury disappeared beneath
the water a second time, returned with a silver axe in his hand, and
again asked the Workman if it were his. When the Workman said it
was not, he dived into the pool for the third time and brought up

the axe that had been lost. The Workman claimed it and expressed
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Aesop's Fables

his joy at its recovery. Mercury, pleased with his honesty, gave him
the golden and silver axes in addition to his own. The Workman, on
his return to his house, related to his companions all that had hap-
pened. One of them at once resolved to try and secure the same
good fortune for himself. He ran to the river and threw his axe on
purpose into the pool at the same place, and sat down on the bank
to weep. Mercury appeared to him just as he hoped he would; and
having learned the cause of his grief, plunged into the stream and
brought up a golden axe, inquiring if he had lost it. The Workman
seized it greedily, and declared that truly it was the very same axe
that he had lost. Mercury, displeased at his knavery, not only took
away the golden axe, but refused to recover for him the axe he had

thrown into the pool.
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